






FLORIDA EXPRESS - MOENS ILLUSTRATION & TYPE II 

MOENS ILLUSTRATION 
Jean-Baptiste Moens published illustrations of the Florida Express stamp in 

his philatelic journal, Le Timbre-Poste. These were printed on the pages of his 
catalogues and albums, and were not intended to be forgeries. 

LITHOG RAPH FROM 
.. P05T A.G.£ STA-MPS., 

lLLUS'fflATEO'."' 
J . 8 , MOtNS, 

LONDON, \ 864 

The lithograph for the Florida Express illustration in Moens' 1864 catalogue 
was made by F. Deraedemaeker. This design was very well done, with fine detail 
in the shading. The ornament over "Express" is simplified to look like a solid 
"jester's hat" shape. Both the left and the right of the horse' s reins are visible, and 
the toe of the rider's boot is parallel to the ground. 

PL.AT& 5.J 

ORIGINAL 
ILLUSTRATION 

CUT FROM MOENS 
1864 CATALOGUE 

PLATE 53 - DERAEDEMAEKER 

The 1864 catalogue listed the stamp in pink, chamois, and blue; and claimed 
it was issued by a local post. 

TYPE II 
After Moens published his illustration of the Florida 

Express stamp, copies of the design were printed by forgers. 
The forgeries based on the first Moens illustration are known 
as Type II. Although they share the same design characteristics 
as Deraedemaeker' s lithograph, these forgeries are not printed 
with the same detailed quality. 
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FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE Ill 

TYPE ill 
S. Allan Taylor printed many of these bogus stamps; his 

version, Type III, is the most prolific. It is easy to identify this 
stamp type by the protrusion on the upper left of the "o" in 
"Florida" . The Taylor fakes clearly show two reins, and the foot of 
the rider is perpendicular to the ground. The ornament over 
"Express" is a solid "jester's hat" shape that is so simplified it is 
sometimes described as a wide "M". 

Like most of Taylor's fakes, these stamps were printed in a 
wide variety of colors. 

Taylor's stamps were printed many times, which resulted in 
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TYPE III 

wear to some areas of the die. Some of these flaws appear consistently - they are referred to in this exhibit as 
"states", although the exact order in which these flaws developed is not certain. 
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FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE III 
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The border of Taylor's Florida Express die first wore down on the 
right side (states 2 and 3). As this flaw progressed, heavy wear also 
appears on the lower left border. 
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JIJ- FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE Ill 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
BLACK 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

RED 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

RED 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
GREEN 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
BLACK 

ONWHITEWMK 
STATE3 

TAYLOR FORM 1 

ON RASPBERRY SC WMK 
STATE3 

TAYLOR (FORM 1) 

ON GRAY 
STATE3 

TAYLOR FORM 12 

ON WHITE 
STATE3 

TAYLOR FORM 12 

ON GREEN 
STATE3 

TAYLOR FORM 20 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 
GREEN 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

PALE BLUE 
ON CREAM 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 

PALE BLUE 
ON LIGHT PINK LAID 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
PURPLE 

ON WHITE 
STATE3 

ON PALE GREEN 
STATE3 

TAYLOR FORM 20 TAYLOR FORM S15 TA YL.OR FORM S15 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
VIOLET 

ON WHITE 
STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE Ill 
GREEN 

ON BUFF 
STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 
VIOLET 

ON CREAM 
STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

GREENISH GRAY 
ON WHI TE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 

DEEP YELLOW 
ON WH ITE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
GREEN 

ON WHITE 
STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 

DARK BLUE 
ON WHITE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPEIII 

DEEP GREEN 
ON CREAM 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

BLUE 
ON WHITE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
YELLOW 

ON WHITE 
STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

BROWN YELLOW 
ON WHITE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 

DEEP GREEN 
ON WHITE 

STATE3 

FLAX-L3 
TYPE III 
BLACK 

ON VERMILION SC 
STATE3 



FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE Ill 

At some point, the border of Taylor's die was re-entered, strengthening the lower border line. The 
new bottom border lines are messier and often hold extra ink, resulting in the appearance of a single, thick 
line. The lower left corner remains broken. 
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> FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE Ill 

Although the right border is initially corrected when the border is reentered, it later breaks again. 
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> FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE III 

The last "state" of Taylor's Florida Express die can contain any of the flaws from the previous states, 
but is identified by a lesser print quality. In this state, marks appear around the horse. These marks can 
vary in appearance, but usually look like movement lines, and give the impression that the horse is running 
very fast. This is sometimes known as the "fast horse" variation. 
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The cover here was 
mailed from St. Augustine, 
Florida, to a patient at 
Bellevue Hospital in New 
York City. At some point 
after its delivery, a creative 
philatelist affixed the 
Florida Express bogus in 
an attempt to pass the 
cover as a genuine usage of 
the stamp. The ink used to 
cancel the bogus stamp 
does not match that of the 
genuine handstamps .. 
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/J,. FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE IY 

TYPE IV 
The printer of the Type IV Florida Express stamps is 

unknown. These stamps are printed on similar papers to those 
used for the Type I stamps, indicating that they may have been 
printed by the same person or company. The Type IV design 
shows only one rein and the boot of the rider is pointed down­
ward. The straps of the rider's bag are smooth arcs. 

The Type IV stamps are identified primarily by the 
ornament above "Express", which appears as smaller shield or 
tulip-like shape. 
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l~ \ FLORIDA EXPRESS - TYPE IV & TYPE V & HAND DRAWN 
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At some point, Moens changed the illustrations in his 
publications to more closely resemble the Type N design. In the 
1883 edition of Le Timbre-Paste, the illustration used is the same 
design as the Type V fake. 

Although the Type V design is based on Type N, the 
stamps can be easily identified by their cruder printing. The 
comer ornaments on the panel around the word "Express" are 
simple circles, and the horse's front legs are curved inward. 
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This Florida Express bogus is currently listed in Mosher's Catalog of Private 
Express Covers, Labels and Stamps. It is a hand drawn fake, with only a minimal 
resemblance to the original design. The word "Expresse" is spelled with a 
superfluous "e" on the end. This was almost certainly not intended to pass as a 
forgery - it was likely product of a philatelist showing their artistic skills. This 
example is ungummed and perforated. 
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If you have any additional information about the artist, please contact the 
exhibitor. 



FLORIDA EXPRESS - UNLISTED TYPE & MODERN FAKES 

UNLISTED TYPE 
The bogus featured here is an unlisted variety. It is printed on paper with text on the reverse - likely 

from some philatelic journal. This illustration is very well done, and appears to copy the some of the 
characteristics of Type I. This is the only type known in which the shadow under the horse extends all the 
way to both left and right borders. 
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These modem forgeries appear to be based on photocopies of the Type II design. They are printed on 
a variety of colorful papers. 
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