
Adventure in Deland 

By Francis Ferguson 

It is no secret that I do enjoy doing research on covers and trying to connect the dots of 

information that history can present.  Sometimes you find a winner and sometimes it is just a 

failure.  This group of four covers was recently given to me to look at – and maybe write up -- by 

a CFSC member. 

The first thing I noted was that the four covers are all sent to the same family last name – 

however to four different addresses.  Curious?  The covers range from 1934, 1942-1944 and 

1951.  That is a spread of years that include pre and post WWII.   

A cursory search on the World Wide Web produced little of relevancy.  Immediately the 

connection to Stetson University in Deland was validated.  Dr. John F. Conn was a beloved and 

revered professor of chemistry for four full decades – retiring in 1966.  No evidence of an online 

obituary can be found.  There is some indication of Conn’s passing in the 1990s. 

The first day cover from 1951 addressed to 

John F. Conn is obviously because of his 

lifelong connection to the field of chemistry.  

The question is – was he a collector?  No 

evidence of that interest can be found 

online.   

The second cover mailed from Denmark 

used stamps from the 1942–1944-time 

frame – the unreadable cancel does not 

allow for any better determination.  The 

cover was apparently sent to Dr. Conn’s 

child -- “Jacky Conn”.  The only online 

evidence found was tied to the 1949 & 

1950 Florida State School Band Contest 

printed program that lists Jacky Conn as a member of the Deland High School Band.  No further 

information was discovered. 

The paucity of online information is surprising considering Dr. Conn’s tenure of 40 years at 

Stetson University. 

Well – I had an interesting (and somewhat frustrating) hour long session searching for 

information.   

[Thank you to Stephen McKenzie for providing the covers for this adventure.]   


