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Figure 1. Eddie Rickenbacker.      

Figure 2. Dedication Flight, Lexington, Kentucky, November 19, 1946. 

 

Edward Vernon Rickenbacker (October 8, 1890 – July 23, 1973) (Figure 1) was an American 

fighter pilot in World War I and a Medal of Honor recipient.  With twenty-six aerial victories, he 

was the most successful and most decorated United States flying ace of the war.  He was also a 

racing driver, an automotive designer, and a long-time head of Eastern Air Lines, headquartered 

at Miami International Airport. 

Under Rickenbacker’s leadership, Eastern Air Lines grew from a company flying a few thousand 

miles per week into a major airline.  He oversaw many radical changes in the field of commercial 

aviation and negotiated with the U.S. government to acquire air mail routes, a great advantage to 

companies that needed regular income.  

Numerous covers celebrating the achievements and life of Eddie 

Rickenbacker are readily available including first day covers for the 1995 

Rickenbacker commemorative stamp (Scott #2998, image at left), Eastern Air 

Lines inaugural flights, dedication flights from various cities, and more. 

One of the most entertaining postal history categories of covers are those 

autographed by Rickenbacker. Above & below are images of a few such 

items (Figures 2, 3 & 4). 

 



Figure 3. 

“America’s Ace 

of Aces.” June 

9, 1930.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. 1960 

First Day of 

Issue, “New” 7  
 


