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FORT NO. 4 FLORIDA

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

7/4;/ = /A,W

Folded letter from Stockholm, Sweden forwarded to Foﬂ No 4
Florida via Whitesville, Florida.

torial cover from Stockholm, Sweden datelined January 22,

1841 and sent to a Captain T. L. Alexander, 6th Infantry, U.S.
Army in Washington City, U.S. America. It was sent by private ship
to New York where it received a red “Mar 3™ handstamp and sent on
to Washington. It was rated “due 25 and forwarded on March 5 to
Fort No. 4 Florida via Savannah and Palatka (both deleted) and
Whitesville, Florida. Fort No. 4 was a Second Seminole War fort
located in East Florida along with a series of at least five other small
forts only recorded as numbers and not named for officers as were
most other larger forts. Our book, Florida Stampless Postal History
1763-1861, has an archival example listed on page 136 with a manu-
script Fort No. 6 E.F. postmark (probably a docketing on a military
hand carried cover) mailed as an invoice to Fort No. 3 East Florida. |
have not been able to identify the location of any of these forts and
presumably all mail at these outposts was handled by courier.
4 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008
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STEPHENSVILLE, FLORIDA
FANCY POSTMARK

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

STEPHENSVILLE, FLORIDA serrated cds postmark with
Jancy Maltese ““cross pattee” killer on 1880 three-cent entire.

T he above cover has a beautifully struck serrated cds postmark
from Stephensville, Florida with a fancy Maltese “cross
pattee” Killer. The Stephensville Post Office was established
in Taylor County as a name change from Deadman’s Bay on Decem-
ber 17, 1879. This postmark must have been one of the first issued to
the newly named town as it was used seven months after establish-
ment. For collectors of fancy cancellations, this cover certainly has a
great strike of a scarce cross killer and also has the addition of an
unusual serrated cds postmark.

The Stephensville Post Office was discontinued on August 19, 1931
with mail handled at the Jena Post Office, which itself was changed
to Steinhatchee seven years later.
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Florida Department of Interior
Official Cover

By Niles Schuh
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Figure 1
GAINESVILLE / FLA NOYV 14 postmark with killer tied #017
on U.S. Land Office official cover to Fort Ogden, Florida.

Curtis. I have one official cover from Florida in my collection

which I reproduce in Figure 1. It is a U.S. Land Office, (blank
space for town name) official corner card cover with a three-cent
Department of the Interior stamp (Scott #017), postmarked at
Gainesville, Florida and cancelled with a cork killer. Although the
postmark is without a year date, its use was before the postal rate
changed to two-cents, probably in the late 1870s or early 1880s.

I read with interest the article on Florida official covers by Dan

EDITOR’S NOTE: I have checked my collection and can add two
additional official stamped covers to those recorded by Dan Curtis
and Niles Schuh as well as one stamped official cover pre-dating the
1873 beginning use of official stamps, and another stampless Jack-
sonville example. Figure 2 is another example of a Department of
the Interior, United States Land Office, Gainesville, Florida official
corner card cover with three-cent #017 postmarked GAINESVILLE

6 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008




/ FLORIDA FEB 22 1883 in blue black ink with star in circle killer.

This is a fairly late usage of an official stamp, as they were declared
obsolete on July 5, 1884.

. Tepartment of the J[m
UNITED STATES TAND OFPICE.

Gainesville, Florida.

¥ 1468 ctivelura (5 uyobd the paymont of postaze on privel
L iad wiN T vakjoc ot Of Thre dvadrd Dot
Retarn 1 not ealled for in 10 days.
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with toe F.

This envolope, without postage stunps ewn only
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be wsed for coi
partments and officers of the Tnited States.

Figure 2
GAINESVILLE / FLORIDA FEB 22 1883 blue postmark and
star in circle killer ties #017 to Department of the Interior offi-
cial cover to Tampa.

The cover in Figure 3 is a Custom House, Key West, Florida Collector’s
Office official corner card cover with six-cent official Treasury stamp
#0O75 tied by grid cancel with a small KEY WEST / FLA. postmark
with indistinct date. This postmark was used in the 1870s.

@nstogt Bowse, Fiey lest, $la,
% COLLECTOW'S OFFICE.
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éﬁ//cza/@g/ (//C‘Z ¢ O g_,,_: ’;,
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Figure 3
KEY WEST / FLA. postmark with killer tied #075 on official
Custom House Collector’s Office cover to Lock Haven, Penn.
Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008 7




The cover in Figure 4 is similar to the one recorded by Dan Curtis as
Figure 2 in his article in the last issue of the FPHIJ. It is a stampless
official cover with “United States Internal Revenue, Collector’s Of-
fice, Florida / Official Business” corner card with the endorsement
of Horatio Jenkins, Collector. It has a blue small JACKSONVILLE /
FLA. APR 5 postmark with a cork killer and is docketed 1870.

Auited $H'u Futernal Hevenue,
‘sam,

OFFICIAL BUSINESS,

///// //////

Figure 4
JACKSONVILLE / FLA. APR 5 (1870) blue postmark with
duplex cork cross killer on stampless United States Internal
Revenue, Collector’s Office official cover, usage to Key West
and endorsed by Horatio Jenkins.

The cover in Figure 5 is an official Custom House, New Smyrna, Fla.,
Dep’y Collector’s Office corner card cover with NEW SMYRNA /
FLA. NOV 5 postmark and killer tied 3 cent rose #65 on cover to

New York. Although there is no year date, it must date from the 1866-
1869 period.

Figure 5 is shown at
top of the next page.
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Figure 5
NEW SMYRNA / FLA. NOV 5 postmark with killer
tied #65 on official Custom House, New Smyrna, Fla.,
Dep’y Collector’s Office cover to New York.

7

Members are encouraged to contribute any additional “official” us-
age from Florida to add to the census compiled by Dan Curtis.

DEALER ADVERTISING

Dealer members of the Florida Postal History Society are encouraged to
place a color advertisement in the Journal. Contact Editor Deane R. Briggs
at drb@ gte.net or call (863) 299-1251. Pricing should be between $50
and $150 per year for the three issues published annually.

Stamp Club and Stamp Show News

As discussed at our last annual meeting, the Journal will include local
chapter meeting times and locations as well as local stamp shows and
bourses free of charge. Members should contact their stamp club and
encourage club membership. Special show cancellations will also be an-
nounced for postmark collectors. Please send information to be listed to
the editor with a three month lead time if possible.

Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008 9



Florida Official Covers

By Daniel Curtis

| ®ffiee of Light-Fouse Engineer,
: SEVENTH DISTRICT,
ey West, Fla.

]
N
N

Figure 1 |
KEY WEST / FLA. (1877) postmark on official cover to
Virginia City, Nevada.

his is a follow up on my article in the last issue of the
Florida Postal History Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, March
2008. I quote verbatim the following listing of known Florida

covers with Official adhesive stamps from the research of Alan Camp-
bell:

Executive: Not used.

State: Not used.

Navy: At least one cover, and a number of off-cover
stamps exist, postmarked Warrington, Florida, from
the Naval Yard at Pensacola.

War: Used for filing weather reports from the ubiquitous
Signal Service Corps, but I have no covers, only a
stamp postmarked from St. Augustine.

Justice: There must have been a U.S. Attorney, but no

10 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008




Agriculture:

Post Office:

Interior:

Treasury:

covers are recorded.

Surely used on mail backs (pre-stamped reply
envelopes) from farmers, but no covers or
postmarked stamps have been reported.

Distributed to all postmasters, but I don’t recall
seeing a cover or postmarked stamp from Florida.

[ have seen legal-sized Land Office covers from
Jacksonville and Gainesville. There were several in
a Land Office balance lot sold in Starnes.

From the Starnes Treasury balance lot, I got a small
cover (Figure 1) postmarked at Key West, addressed

to the Utah Mine, Virginia City, Nevada, enclosure
dated 14 April 1877. It has an interesting enclosure
discussing drilling equipment from the office of the
Lighthouse Engineer, 7th District. (Figure 2)

The Curtis Collection
has a strip of four three-
cent stamps on a Cedar
Keys to Tampa cover
(Figure | in my article in
the March 2008 issue of
the Florida Postal His-
tory Journal). Surely we
can add to this list.
Please research your col-
lections and old covers
for additional examples
of Official Stamps used
on cover from Florida.
Does anyone have the
time and ability to re-
search sales data from
Auction catalogs of Of-
ficial Stamps on cover,
especially those from
great Florida collections.

Office of Eight-Fionse Euginesy,
SEVENTII DISTRICT.
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BEMIS & DUTTON
POSTMARK

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

with the appearance of a possible hotel mark or a proprietary

date received marking. It even bothered a prior owner of the
cover as it has the docketing on the reverse “clearest strike I’ve seen
of this mysterious cancel.” I have seen other examples of this mark-
ing prior to obtaining this cover but was not sure of the (Dutton)
portion until I received the example in Figure 2. It has a full cancel-
lation, although somewhat lightly struck. It is also struck in blue ink
and predates the example in Figure 1 by five years. It also has an
enclosure which helps make this article all the more interesting.

T he postmark on the cover in Figure 1 is a most unusual one,
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Figure 1

BEMIS & (DUTTON) / SANDY FORD, FLA. JAN 1 1872 blue
24 x 22 mm oval postmark with pen-cancelled
three-cent green on cover to Charleston.

12 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008



Figure 2
BEMIS & DUTTON / SANDY FORD, FLA. FEB 20 1867
blue oval postmark which ties #65 on cover to Greenville, S.C.

The letter enclosure is datelined “Station 5 P & G RR Florida,
Wednesday 20th Feby 1867 and is written to inform Mrs. Lynch
that “Eliza & the children arrived here safely on Monday at 11 am
without incident except detention one day by rail being blocked up
below Columbia with a run off of a freight train.” The postmark on
this cover is the clearest example I have seen and confirms the origi-
nal use with Dutton.

The town of Sandy Ford was located, as the name implies, at a ford
on the Aucilla River on a main post route connecting Monticello and
Madison in Jefferson County. The county name changed to Madison
County in 1854. Sandy Ford was also a crossroad connecting Clifton
and Aucilla with Beazley and Fort Hamilton. A post office was es-
tablished on December 20, 1851, and continued to function until a
name change to Greenville in 1876. Little early postal history is docu-
mented with only a single stampless pre-war cover recorded. Yearly
postal receipts reached a peak for the year ending June 30, 1859,
with $34.18 of business. During the Civil War, its location on the
Pensacola & Georgia Rail Road gave it increased activity and sev-

Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008 13
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Figure 3
Enclosure datelined Station 5 P & G RR Florida.
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eral covers from Confederate Sandy Ford are recorded.

The post office was closed by the U.S. Post Office Department dur-
ing reconstruction but was re-opened on June 29, 1866, with Miss
Louise Bemis the postmistress. It is likely that the post office was
located in a general store (possibly operated by Dutton) and she used
the name Bemis & Dutton on the postmarking device. This can pos-
sibly be classified as a “postmaster postmark™ although a “P.M.” is
absent. Since the 1872 postmark is boldly struck and missing the
name Dutton, this later postmark may well have had the Dutton re-
moved for some reason.

Sandy Ford was the first town established in Madison County. Sta-
tion Five was the second settlement to be established in Madison
County and was located at the fifth stop from Tallahassee on the-
then Florida Central and Western Railway close to Sandy Ford. No
post office was officially established at Station Five and mail was
postmarked at Sandy Ford. Of interest, there was an official post
office at Station Two in Madison County named “Number Two” which
was open from 1848-1854. Most of the early settlers at Station Five
were from Greenville, S.C. and by 1876, the town of Station Five
had actually outgrown Sandy Ford in importance. Elijah James Hays
had purchased a huge tract of land surrounding Station Five and used
it to market his plantation livestock, cotton, tobacco, and timber. He
owned a general store, a brickyard, and a turpentine still. As this
village prospered, the town’s Ladies Aid Society decided that Sta-
tion Five needed a more genteel name and a Mrs. Morgan, a native
of Greenville, S.C., prevailed in having the name changed and on
April 13, 1876, both Station Five and Sandy Ford became the town
of Greenville.

Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008 15



Fraudulent handstamped

mail
By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

Nahl.

6043 Hafwood Ave.,
California.

Perham C.

Osktand,

%

A e The Trade Extension Servic

Des Moines, Iowsa.

HARMONY CENTER RUR. STA. TAMPA FLA. magenta 4-bar
postmark on cover to The Trade Extension Service, Des Moines,
Iowa, with “FRAUDULENT” handstamp.

ncillary handstamp markings are becoming more collect-

ible and the above example is quite unusual. It reads:

“Fraudulent, Mail to an address returned by order of Post-
master General.” This cover is not only unusual because of this mark-
ing but has a first day of use magenta postmark from Harmony Cen-
ter, Rural Station of Tampa, Florida. This is a fairly scarce postmark
and is known in magenta and black ink, and was only used for about
18 months until 1929. The year date is only the last two digits. The
reason for the Fraudulent handstamp and return to Oakland, Califor-
nia is unclear. Perhaps it was addressed to a business closed by the
federal government. A “terrorist” organization?

16 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008



Armstrong, Florida
Doanes

By Michael Wiedemann

card (Figure 1) with a“4” in the killer bars. I contacted the Florida

Doane postmark coordinator, Deane Briggs, and he offered to
help confirm this as a new listing. The only Doane listing for Arm-
strong was Type II (2) which has a number of known verified usages
from April 11, 1906 to January 1, 1912. Thus to have a new Type II
(4) usage used at the same time as a Type 11 (2) device would be most
unusual. There are also several Type A four-bar postmark examples
from Armstrong dating from November 14, 1908, and predating sev-
eral of the Doane examples. We know, therefore, that there were at
least two different postmarking handstamps used by the Armstrong

l recently came across an Armstrong, Florida Doane postmarked

VEORE&SPOND!NC E

*‘:"""‘ !It v(' "f’&w“"d‘
%4 ’:’4 s
i A w»..t-},- A{ !

\‘\

Wik .’_‘_‘&
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LP0 - Ay s”ror-d,. ¥ ’a -d

Figure 1
ARMSTRONG / FLA. SEP 28 1909 Doane Type II postmark
with possible “4” in killer bars.
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Figure 2
ARMSTRONG / FLA. MAY 7 1910 bold Type II (2) postmark.

postmaster during the 1909 period and a third would be possible.

In examining the September 28, 1909 example tfrom Figure 1, it shows
that it had a double strike at a slightly different location, but with the
killer bars of both supposedly hitting the one-cent Franklin stamp
(Figure 3). A 600 dpi scan still makes it appear to be clearly a “4” but
close examination shows that the killer bars on the stamp do not

Figure 3
High
resolution
of Figure 1
postmark.

Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008
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Figure 4
Armstrong Doane postmark with year slug at top.

match those on the card. The upper bars are slightly off line and of
different spacing. The lowest bar (the fifth one due to the double
strike) is not on the stamp, while the portion of the double struck dial
is on the stamp, but not in correct position. Thus it is the opinion of
Dr. Briggs that this is an added stamp with Doane Type II (4) killer
bars but not a Type II (4) Doane postmark from Armstrong.

There are several variations of the Armstrong Doane dial which are
of interest as an addendum to this article. At least three variations of
the dial are known. The example in Figure 1 has the month, day, PM
and year slugs in order. Figure 4 shows an example with the year
slug at the top and the AM at the bottom, while Figure 2 shows an
absence of the AM or PM slugs. Other variations are likely to exist.

Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008 19



Steamer Florida cover

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

Figure 1
Grid-tied Scott #11 x 2 to pay six-cent, non-contract rate on cover
to Savannah, Georgia, docketed “per Steamer Florida.”

eting “per Steamer Florida” on an 1850s era cover without

postmark. Could this be a Florida cover originating along the
St. Johns River? After researching the “Steamer Florida™ on the In-
ternet, | found no less than four different steamboats in use during
the 1850-1870s period that were named “Florida.” Two could be
quickly discarded as they were too large to navigate the St. Johns
River. One was a 1,261-ton wooden side wheel steamship Florida
(Figure 2) built in New York in 1849-50 and purchased by the U.S.
Navy in 1861 to participate in the Confederate blockade and in the
capture of blockade runners.

T he above cover (Figure 1) caught my attention with the dock-

It was commissioned the U.S.S. Florida in October 1861 and after
the war was used to carry supplies along the Atlantic coast into the

20 Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 15 No. 2, July 2008




Gulf of Mexico. It was decommissioned in April 1867 and sold in
December 1868, as a merchant ship, the Delphine. It was disposed of
in mid-1870. It could have made commercial runs along the Atlantic
in the 1850s, but [ could find no actual records of its use or routes,
and its size prohibited use in the St. Johns River. The other named
vessel was the C.S.S. Florida, built for the Confederacy in 1862 and
with a colorful history and outside the time frame of this cover.

The most likely “Steamer Florida” to have carried this cover was a
sternwheel steamboat built in 1826. Several references to its use in
Florida show as early as 1835 the Steamboat Florida made stops at
Mandarin on its way from Savannah to Picolata transporting passen-
gers and agricultural goods. In 1836 the 4th U.S. Infantry involved
in the Seminole War was put on board the little steamer Florida.
Another excerpt from a book records that “the Steamer Florida in
1839 began weekly runs from Savannah to Picolata stopping at St.
Mary’s, Georgia, Jacksonville and Black Creek.” It is likely that this
Steamer Florida was still plying the St. Johns in the early 1850s.

The only other reference to a “Steamer Florida™ that could have car-
ried this cover is one I found mentioned in a diary of John Holly
Knapp written during a vacation along the St. Johns River in early
[874. In his February 5, 1874 entry, he mentions leaving Jackson-
ville on the “Florida™ at 9 a.m. and arriving at Palatka at 3:30 p.m.
This Steamer Florida could have been the same one built in 1826,
but if so would have been in service for nearly 50 years. More likely
a newer Steamer Florida had been built by 1874 which replaced the
one carrying this cover.

Figure 2
“U.S.S. Florida”
(1861-1868) watercolor
painted by Erik Heyl
in 1948.
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A new Florida RPO
Listing

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

ARMY AND NAVY CHRISTIAN COMMISSION s
¥ THE ¥
INTERNATISN,\L COMMITTEE
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS,
3 West 201 Streer, N. Y. Ciry,
If not called for in Five Days,
return to

COLUMBIA & JACK. R.P.O. SEP 27 1898 postmark with
killer cancelled two-cent red banknote on Spanish American
War patriotic cover.

log of all known RPO postmarks with listings of each varia

tion in dial slugs mentioned. It is updated periodically to record
new listings. The above 29.5mm Columbia & Jack. R.P.O. marking
is a new unrecorded listing as a variant of number 328-E1. That list-
ing has the month and day slugs reversed and has a TR 33 train slug
instead of this one which is obliterated. The Columbia, South Caro-
lina and Jacksonville, Florida R.P.O. covered 279 miles on the rails
of the Southbound R.R. and the Florida Central & Peninsular R.R.
and had a short 2.5 year existence. This R.P.O. began operation on
July 1, 1897, as a change from Charleston & Savannah R.P.O. and

T he Mobile Post Office Society publishes a very extensive cata-
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Tampa use of Canal Zone stamps

By Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

Return in 4 Days (o
GEO. H. BIRKEBAK
TAMPA, FLA.

Pair of one-cent Franklin stamps overprinted Canal Zone Scott
#71 accepted and used as postage from Tampa, Florida.

The above cover has a pair of U.S. one-cent Franklin stamps
overprinted “Canal Zone” (Scott #71) with a Tampa, Florida
*“Jul 25 1935 machine postmark cancellation and with usage
locally to Tampa. The use of overprinted U.S. stamps in
Florida is uncommon, much more so for the use of
Canal Zone stamps, which were accepted for postage.

Savannah & Jacksonville R.P.O. Service ended on December 10,
1899, with a short run of the Charlotte & Jacksonville R.P.O. which
in turn became Hamlet & Jacksonville R.P.O. on May 12, 1900. This
cover has a nice strike of the RPO postmark and is on a Spanish
American War YMCA patriotic cover. The enclosure was written on
patriotic stationery from the Secretary of the YMCA for the 3rd Ne-
braska Volunteers at Pablo Beach Florida. He wrote to the mother of
a soldier who was recovering from a severe sickness to inform her
that her son, Leroy, was improving and when stronger should be able
to have a furlough. He wrote the letter from his bedside. Apparently
Leroy was too incapacitated to even sign his own name on the letter.
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FLORIDA POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS - 2008

The following members of the Florida Postal History Society have been
denoted as “Contributing Members” for their additional contribution to
the Society. The support of these members keeps our Society fiscally
sound and enables us to respond to member and non-member inquiries
regarding Florida postal history and send sample copies of our Journal.

Albert Aldham
Hector Arvelo
Donald Ball

Wade H. Beery

John J. Beirne
Richard F. Bergmann

Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

Conrad L. Bush
Walter S. Clarke
Daniel B. Curtis
James L. Diamond
James P. Doolin
Harry G. Dow

Gus Dueben
Richard A. Fifer
William A. Fox
Richard Frajola
Alex Hall

William J. Hancock
Richard W. Helbock
Gary G. Hendren
William L. Hendry
Henry Higgins
Todd A. Hirn
Stefan T. Jaronski

William Johnson, D.D.S.

Michael S. Jones
Edward R. Joyce, Jr.
Patricia A. Kaufmann

John L. Kimbrough, M.D.

Howard King

Ron Klimley

Alan E. Knight

Alvin L. Krasne, D.D.S.
Carolyn B. Lewis

David C. Lingard
William Lyons

Millard H. Mack
Charles F. Meroni, Jr.
Vernon R. Morris, M.D.
James Moses

Mike Mullins

Richard F. Murphy
Burnam S. Neill

Dr. Everett L. Parker
Vincent P. Polizatto
Kenneth L. Rice

Steven M. Roth
Schuyler Rumsey

Niles Schuh

Donald G. Thompson

S. George Trager
Phillip V. Warman
John Watts

Robert B. Whitney

C. Michael Wiedemann
Dave Wrisley

Central Florida Stamp Club
Postal History Foundation
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