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Interesting 1864 letter from
Fort Jefferson, Florida

By Todd A. Hirn
FPHS Vice President

eorge Washington Bemis was a First Lieuten-
Gant in Company E of the 110th N.Y. Volunteer

Infantry Regiment stationed at Fort Jefferson,
Florida from March 1864 to August 1865. Bemis sur-
vived the war and was mustered out with his unit on
August 28, 1865 in Albany, New York at the rather ad-
vanced age of 52 years.

The following letter was written to his 13-year-old
daughter, Emily, in upstate New York and is dated July
25, 1864. It was postmarked the following day at Fort ~ Fort Jefferson is no longer in use and is currently
Jefferson, as Figure 1 shows. The language and infor- part of the Dry Tortugas National Park.
mation is fascinating, and thus of
interest to postal historians.

The Fort Jefferson post office was
established in Monroe County on
October 28, 1861 and was discon-
tinued October 27, 1868. Having
significant historical content, the
letter is transcribed in its entirety
below.

My dear daughter,

You don 't know how disappointed

FIGURE 1 I am in not having heard from
Fort Jefferson postmark on cover to Canandaigua, New York. Continued on page 9
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(Il sdcler) Lost Offs

By Christine C. Sanders

hristmas, Florida is a tiny
‘ town one passes when trav-

eling between Orlando and
Titusville on State Road 50. It is
easy to miss as there are only a few
buildings of the town located on
this major road. Time seems to have
passed this community by as there
are still numerous large oaks with
long flowing Spanish moss hanging
from them. However, there is a rich
history of Christmas, Florida, its
residents, and its post office.

In 1837, the U.S. Army under the
command of General Abraham Eu-
stis established a fort to help supply
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FIGURE 1

Postcard mailed by A.F. Tucker on March 25, 1910 from Christmas
to Orlando (Doane Type 3, No. 1 postmark).

the troops fighting in the Second

Seminole Indian War. It was named
Fort Christmas in honor of the day
on which construction had begun. It
was utilized for only a short time,
but became the site around which
homesteaders and pioneers settled
to form a community of farmers,
ranchers and citrus growers. The
post office was established on June
27, 1892. However, the word “Fort”
was dropped from the name, and
the community became known as
Christmas, Florida.

F mer~POST OFFICE. CHRISTMAS, FLA.

The Tuckers were one of the pio-

FIGURE 2
Picture side of postcard in Figure 1 shows Tucker’s General Store and
Post Office in Christmas.

neer families of the region. John R.
A. Tucker arrived in the 1860s and

Continued on page 4
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took up ranching in the area. He and
his wife, Sarah Ann Elizabeth, had
nine children. His second eldest,
Richard Franklin Tucker, married
Eliza Douglas and they had seven
children. Their fourth child, A. F.
Tucker, initiated the relationship
with the Christmas Post Office that
would span 60 years. A cover from
a letter mailed by A. F. Tucker, on
March 25, 1910 is shown in Figure
1. The postmark is a Doane Type
3, No. 1. This letter took six days
to travel to Orlando via Oviedo. A.
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F. Tucker served as the unofticial
postmaster of Christmas from 1914
to 1916.

His wife, Lizzie, then officially took over as the sixth
postmaster. A. F. Tucker built a general store and
moved the post office into it in 1918 (Figure 2). A
1927 Christmas Day cover bearing a Type C/1 4-bar
postmark signed by Lizzie Tucker is shown in Figure
3. This postmark was used until 1931 when a Type E

FIGURE 3

Christmas Day (1927) cover with Type C/1 4-bar postmark, signed by

Postmaster Lizzie Tucker.

Juanita Smith.

Juanita Elisabeth Smith was born in Rockwood, Ten-
nessee and moved with her family to Christmas. She
attended Cocoa High School where she met Cecil A.
Tucker. They married in 1930. On August 27, 1932,
Juanita took over the duties of postmaster from her
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mother-in-law, Lizzie. For the next
42 years, she put the tiny Christmas
Post Office on the map. A Christ-
mas Day cover from Juanita Tuck-
er’s first Christmas as postmaster
is shown in Figure 5. Its Type C/1
(KS) and Type E (FL) 4-bar post-
marks read “Christmas Holliday.”

In 1933, Juanita Tucker began de-
signing rubber stamp cachets to
place on Christmas mail processed
through the post office during the
Christmas season, and in 1934, she
introduced the now famous “little

FIGURE 4

Scott’s U525 envelope with Type E 4-bar postmark, signed by
Postmaster Lizzie Tucker. The cover features a hand-drawn and

painted evergreen tree.

4-bar postmark characterized by the presence of the
town and state names at the top of the circular date-
stamp (CDS) and squared ends of the fourbars next to
the CDS was introduced (Figure 4). A. F. and Lizzie
Tucker had seven sons, one of whom, Cecil A., married

green Christmas tree” cachet (Fig-
ure 6). This was the same year in
which the post office began using
a Type C/2 4-bar postmark. The
Christmas tree cachet with various
slogans and year marks was used throughout her tenure
as postmaster and beyond, and in 1948, “Glory to God
in the Highest” (Luke 2: 14) became a permanent part
of the cachet.
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FIGURE 5
An interesting 1932 Christmas
Day cover with two postmarks,
“CHRISTMAS (FLA.)” and
“HOLLIDAY (KANS.).”

r -'_l-qﬁ-ulhrr'i'.
¥ia, Hcllllldnb.
Kansas.

FIGURE 6
Christmas Day 1934 cover with
Type C/2 4-bar postmark franked
with Trans-Mississippi Exposi-
tion souvenir sheet of six Yosemite
stamps. This was the first year the
small Christmas tree cachet (up-
per center) was used.

In 1937, the post office was moved
from Tucker’s General Store into a
small wood building that had been
built by Cecil A. Tucker (Figure 7)
on the south side of the road that
would become SR 50. As shown
in Figure 7, the right side of the
structure contained the post office
while the left side contained a gift
shop from which post cards and
a variety of illustrated covers and
other souvenirs were sold. Also
in 1937, the post office received
its first machine cancel (Univer-
sal) and began using an F/1 4-bar
handstamp postmark. Both of
these postmarks are shown on the
unusually cut Scott #UX27 postal
card in Figure 8.

Over the years, Juanita Tucker fo-
cused her energies on making the

M.H.SPIES
117 S Waitey St
DECATURN Jei-

FIGURE 7
Postcard showing the wooden structure that would house the post office
(right side) and gift shop (left side) from 1937 to 1970.
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FIGURE 8
Unusual Scott’s #UX27 postal card postmarked Christmas Day 1937.
Notice the tiny tree cachet with two-line “MERRY CHRISTMAS/1937.”

town a place for people to mail their Christmas cards

In 1970, the post office was moved
to a new brick building and the
small wood post office became a
museum. In 1972, Juanita Tucker’s
40th Christmas as postmaster was
commemorated with a special cover
(Figure 12).

She retired in 1974. During her 42
years as postmaster she had seen the
town grow from 250 to 900 inhabit-
ants and the post office grow from
Fourth to Second Class. On April
10, 1999 the post office celebrated
Juanita Tucker’s 92nd birthday with
a commemorative cover with a ca-
chet detailing the history of the little
green Christmas tree cachet. A spe-

and letters. An artist and philatelist herself, she designed cial postmark was issued for the occasion (Figure 13).
many of the cards and covers sold in the gift shop. By Juanita Tucker ultimately moved to Orlando and died at

1949, the post office was raised to
Class 3 status due in large part to
the size of the Christmas mailings.
By the early 1950s, the post office
was processing over 100,000 pieces
of Christmas mail annually.

In 1965, the post office began using
the new Type F/2 4-bar handstamp
showing the 32709 Zip Code (Fig-
ure 9), although it continued to use
the F/1 4-bar handstamp during that
year as well. In 1969, Christmas
was named the first day city for the
U. S. Christmas issue, due in large

part to Juanita Tucker’s efforts.

FIGURE 9
A hand-colored cachet she drew for  Cover dated December 19, 1965 with two Type F/2 4-bar handstamps
this event (Number 40 in Mellone’s  with Zip Code. Also notice the Christmas tree cachet with text above
FDC catalogue) is shown in Figure and below the tree.

10. Juanita Tucker recognized the

importance of philatelists to her post office. She was a  the age of 101 in 2008.

member of the Christmas Philatelic Club and the Cen-

tral Florida Stamp Club that used the Christmas tree Her legacy and that of the Tucker family will live
cachet for its mailings in 1949 (Figure 11). Many ca- on not only through the special cachets that adorn so
chet makers utilized the Christmas Post Office for their many items in Christmas philatelic collections, but also
mailings as well. These included among others, Walt through the impact this family has made on the com-
Czubay, Gladys Adler, and L. W. Staehle. munity it helped to found so many years ago.
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FIGURE 10
First day cover of 1969 Christmas stamp with cachet
designed and hand-colored by Juanita Tucker.
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FIGURE 11
Christmas Day 1949 cover sponsored by the Central
Florida Stamp Club. Type F/1 4-bar postmark. No
text above Christmas tree cachet.

This photograph, taken by photo-journalist Max Hunn, shows Juanita Tucker at the
Christmas Post Office in 1954. The photograph appeared in the magazine Scenic
South, Vol. 11, No. 12, in December 1954. It is reproduced with permission.
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FIGURE 12

Signed Christmas Day 1972 cover com-
memovrating Juanita Tucker’s 40th Christ-
mas as postmaster of Christmas, Florida.

There is a printed cachet in blue show-

ing Mrs. Tucker. The cover also has the
Christmas tree cachet with text above and
| below the tree.

FIGURE 13
A 1999 cover commemorating Juanita
Tucker’s 92nd birthday.
The cover has a special printed cachet
providing history of the little green
Christmas tree cachet.
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FIGURE 2
Dateline of letter: Fort Jefferson, Fla. July 25
(18)’°64.

home since the 8th inst(ant) and that was dated about
the Ist. When I was near Washington I received letters
regularly every week, but here it is quite different. The
latest N.Y. papers we have seen were dated the 9th.

I am writing this without knowing when it will go, but
will have it ready for the next vessel. We hear that a
Government transport called The Electric Spark and
having on board the letters &c for this Regiment as
well as a Surgeon who was coming to us, was captured
by the rebel cruiser Florida near the Chesapeake Bay
some days since. So, if I had any letters there, they

are lost. Perhaps that will account for my not hearing
from home of late.

It seems very strange to be here, twelve hundred miles
from home and shut up in a Fort on an island out of

FIGURE 4
Undated photograph of Emily Bemis.

FIGURE 3
A “Carte de visite” or CDV of
Ist. Lt. George W. Bemis.

sight of any thing but the broad Gulf and some small
island of white sand. It would be very lonesome to me
were it not for Col. Hamilton & wife and some few
others.

1 must tell you of the nice time we have had the last
three days. On Friday morning, the monitor Tecumseh,
escorted by two gunboats, the Augusta and Eutaw,

put in here for coal, and the officers of the vessels and
the Fort have been constant in their endeavors to be
polite. On the first day I dined alone with the Captain
of the monitor. The next day a party of about a dozen
of us ladies & gentlemen, dined on board the Eutaw.
We remained on shipboard till nearly midnight having
dancing and music in abundance. On Sunday morning
one of the officers came on shore to invite us to attend
service. Several of us went and the Captain read the
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service of the Episcopal church, very much as we have
it at home, adding the prayers in the “Service of the
Sea.” It was a fine sight — the crew in their white caps
& shirts with blue trimmings and pants were drawn
up in a line on one side of the deck, while we with the
officers, were on the other. When the Captain came up
the hatchway, the officer of the deck called out “atten-
tion,” when the crew all raised their caps. During the
service they remained perfectly quiet & at the close,
under the charge of the sergeant, marched off to their
quarters.

There has been a constant going to & fro between the
Fort and the vessel, and, while I write, the Col. has
taken the ladies in the parapet to see the latter go out.
The monitor, with a pilot on board, laid off and the
others follow. They left the James River on the 9th and
are going to join the fleet off Mobile. May we hear a
good account of them.

I am laying in a good supply of shells and other nice
things to send home to be distributed among you all

and when I reach home one of these days, I shall ex-
pect to see the fruits of my trip to the Tortugas on the
mantelpieces of the cottage &c.

It is so warm and every thing so sticky. I can not write
more now, but will close with requesting remembrance
to all friends & much love to mother & the boys,
Uncle lasius(?) & family and all of our proper(?).

Your affectionate Father

The USS Tecumseh struck a Confederate torpedo (mine)
in the Battle of Mobile Bay on August 5, 1864, heeled
over and sank in 25 seconds, with the loss of 93 men out
of a total crew of 100, including Commodore Craven.
The gunboats Augusta and Eutaw were not involved in
the battle. It would be very interesting to read the letters
home from Lt. Bemis after he had learned of the fate of
all the sailors that he had dined with aboard the USS
Tecumseh only a few short days before!

Born on March 21, 1813 at Canandaigua, New York,
George W. Bemis was listed in the 1850 census as a
bookseller. He died at the age of 67 in 1880. Emily Ad-
ams Bemis was born January 9, 1851 in Canandaigua.
She would marry U.S. Army Lt. Hiram H. Ketchum on
August 24, 1878.

The steamer Electric Spark was captured by the Con-
federate cruiser Florida on July 10, 1864 and was sunk
the following day. Commissioned in the Confederate
States Navy on August 17, 1862, the CSS Florida was
captured in the neutral port of Bahia, Brazil by the USS
Wachusett on October 7, 1864. During her career the
CSS Florida seized 37 Union prizes.
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The Island Grove and Lochloosa
(Alachua County) Post Offices

By Dr. Vernon N. Kisling, Jr.

his is the second part of a series of articles on

I small Alachua County post offices bordering
Orange Lake and Lochloosa Lake. These two

large lakes (about 13,000 and 6,000 acres respectively)

are separated by a narrow strip of land and are located in
portions of both Alachua and Marion counties, south of

Grove, as the road goes (in this case, U.S. 301). Cross
Creek is 4.5 miles from Island Grove on County Road
325 and eight miles from Evinston via highways 325,
346, and 225 (much shorter if you cross Orange Lake
directly west in a boat).

Island Grove was so named because it was the site of a
large fruit grove surrounded by lakes, ponds, creeks and

Gainesville and cypress swamps.
east of Micano- s It was a com-
py.There are sev- sk munity  estab-
eral small towns Y = lished by Wil-
with pOSt OfﬁCCS 234 L?_-\;r.l.m i SR IW;.U;I.A Garrison Hammock ham J. Moore in
along the shores @'2‘51 z 243 1882, who was

T 2 .:2'25: oLoch!ousa l th t ,
?fk th‘esel dFWO '-P’#icanowo:“? I8 Lie  Lochioosa Lake ES(E ¢ (t)Wl’l §
akes, including: Lochioosa rst  postmas-
Boardman (Mar- [441Yz5) i ter on February
i M Evinston Cross Creek Pt .
ion, 1882-1947), 2 F (01} 17, 1884. Fruit
Citra (Marion, £ roves and truck
1881+),( Evin- f 23] %arming were
ston (covered in s the main eco-
the first part of elntosh TS homic mainstay
this series), Ala- [320] 5| for a town that
chua 1882+), Is- : : “* reached about
land Grove (Ala- |~ L 400  residents
chua, 1884+), : at its height (it
Lochloosa (Ala- | fiemington \ =i (518) e now  numbers
chua, 1881+4), o el about 110). The

MclIntosh (Mar-
ion, 1887+) and

FIGURE 1
Map showing Orange Lake and Lockloosa Lake regional post offices.

lakes also pro-
vided good fish-

Orange Lake Boardman is not shown, but is located where U.S. 441 intersects NW ing although I
(Marion, 1847- 60th Avenue west of Orange Lake (the lake west of Cross Creek). don’t think this
52, 1853-67, Map courtesy of Mapquest. Website: www.mapgquest.com was  exploited
1876+). At the commercially.

present time, only the Boardman post office is non-op-
erational.

Cross Creek, a settlement in the center of this region, is
located between the two lakes and near a creek of the
same name. It has never had a post office and mail was
likely handled through the Island Grove Post Office.
Island Grove and Lochloosa are the two eastern shore
post offices. Lochloosa is three miles north of Island

The post card in Figure 2 documents a very early Flor-
ida commercial orange shipment to Baltimore with the
monetary returns being sent to Mr. George K. Browne,
Esq., presumably an attorney who collected monies
from businesses. Having a railroad servicing the town
allowed for oranges to be shipped north and received in
good condition.

Continued on page 12
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through Evinston and Boardman on
the western side of the lakes (that
was the Florida Southern Railroad,
later named Atlanta Coast Line Rail-
road, which ran from Jacksonville
to St. Petersburg). For many years,
the railroad and boats were the only
way to reach Island Grove and the
trains carried the mail. As the wet-
lands were dried and used for farm-
ing and cattle, roads were added to
the high areas. Now the main roads

- L
o 7 T
f
TR { [ & L
FIGURE 2 _ :
September 29, 1887 double circle Vi~ [ 1+ S
postmark on cover to the small PO
town of lamonia. Note the year slug
is inverted. O A, P

From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D.

Collection
The town, along with Lochloosa, was : ~ .
served by the Florida Railway & Nav- Lerf (T e/ - Ritee
igation Co. later known as the Flori- /773 /4., ;1. sl

da Central and Peninsular Railroad, .= .,
which ran from Silver Springs north

to Waldo where it connected the line

running from Fernandina to Cedar
Key. These eastern tracks paralleled
the north-south tracks that used to run

FIGURE 3
Postcard with same postmark as Figure 2, documenting 1887

commercial orange shipment to Baltimore.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

are U.S. 301 going north and south,
and CR 325 going northwest to
Cross Creek.

North from Island Grove about
three miles on U.S. 301 is Loch-
loosa with a population currently
down to only 47 residents. In be-
tween these two towns is the An-
tioch Cemetery, which is the resting
place of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
of Cross Creek fame and author
of The Yearling. Neither of these
towns (more like populated places,

FIGURE 4

as they are referred to officially) are

This Island Grove cover is dated July 15, 1894.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

as prosperous as they once were,
and recently the U. S. Postal Ser-
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vice has indicated that they plan to e e

close the Lochloosa Post Office (as : '4;{ >

well as the Evinston Post Office) lff - )

this year due to “a steady decline in 0

revenue and/or volume” (from the i ,:., AR o Vs i g ;_L s
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As with every new post office pro- ? Licalate Bt - f ol '

posal during the late 19™ Century, | jhz Josawegistatet™

Island Grove and Lochloosa filed fi'j ol

an official Post Office Department

form with the Office of the First
Assistant P.M. General, which had
to be endorsed by an existing post-

FIGURE 5

Four bar Type B Island Grove postmark dated March 12, 1913.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

master from a neighboring post

office. There was no need for the

proposal to state a reason for establishing a new post
office; however, a few criteria were important. It need-
ed to be located on an existing mail contractor’s route
(under certain conditions, a “Special Office” could be
established, but without P.O. Department funds), and it
needed to be a certain distance from existing post of-

States.”
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FIGURE 6

LOCKLOOSA/FLA. JAN 10 1882 pink-magenta d/c 27mm postmark.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

fices (although no minimum distance is stated). Also,
the new post office proposer had to “select a short name
for the proposed office, which, when written, will not

resemble the name of any other post office in the United

The Island Grove Post Office is located at the intersec-
tion of U.S. 301 and CR 325. Originally it was located
in a residential house, but at some point the house was
moved and a new building built to serve as a post office

at the same location. The original
application (dated December 14,
1883) listed the railroad as the con-
tractor with mail carried six times
per week. At that time, the nearest
post offices were Citra, three miles
to the south and Lochloosa, three
miles to the north. These seem like
short distances, but there is a lake
between Island Grove and Citra and
swamps between Island Grove and
Lochloosa and there were no roads
at the time.

Island Grove postmasters have in-
cluded: William J. Moore, Febru-
ary 17, 1884-87; John N. Hayman,
1887-89; Henry C. Sykes, 1889-93;
James Weeks, 1893-97; William

Evans, 1897-1914; William J. Evans, 1914-49; Maggie
Evans, 1949-50; Harry T. Evans, 1950-90; Lawrence
Crippen (Officer-In-Charge), 1990-91; Diana M. Strick-
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land, 1991-92/93; Patricia Hamlin
(Officer-In-Charge),  1992/93(?);
Carolyn D. Dailey (later Carolyn
D. Diaz), 1993-2003; Carolyn E.
Jordan (Officer-In-Charge), 2003;
Jackie L. Adams, 2003-05; Patri-
cia A. Harman, 2005-06; Irene S.
Welch, 2006-09; Scarlett Kinder
(Officer-In-Charge), 2009-10; and
Irene S. Welch, 2010-present. For
gaps between postmaster appoint-
ments, “Officers-In-Charge” (Act-
ing Postmasters) have been respon-
sible for the post office.

The Lochloosa Post Office is lo-
cated to the west of U.S. 301 on the
shoreline of Lochloosa Lake. The

FIGURE 7

Sent to New York, this cover requests return if not called for in 10 days.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

original application (dated July 22,
1881) listed Graham and Wilson
as the contractor with mail carried
daily. At that time, the nearest post
office was Citra (opened earlier
that year), six miles to the south
though swamps and a lake. Island
Grove was not yet an established
town. Lochloosa postmasters have
included: Herman J. Koerner, Sep-
tember 9, 1881-83; George A. Hall,
1883; Herman J. Koerner, 1883-87;
George F. Bates, 1887; Robert G.
Mingledorff, 1887-1905; Francis
M. Coleman, 1905-12; Harriett J.
Coleman, 1912-20; Ida Pring, 1920-

50; Oliver J. Jackson, 1950-56; Ione
E. Austin, 1956-58; Thomas
Reeves, 1958-91; Linda S. Penix

(then Linda S. McRae), 1991-2000;

Amy E. Britton, 2000-03; Scarlett L. Kinder (Officer-
In-Charge), 2003-04; Robert M. Yeargan, 2004-2010;
and Micca D. Cole, 2010-present.

References
“Ghost Towns: Island Grove.” Online (accessed July
2011):www.ghosttowns.com/states/fl/islandgrove.
html.
Helbock, Richard W. United States Post Offices. Vol-
ume 8: The Southeast. Scappoose Oregon: LaPosta
Publications, 2007.

FIGURE 8

M. LOCHLOOSA, FLA OCT 28 1907 magenta EKU Doane Type Il postmark.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

Kisling, Vernon N. Jr. “Evinston (Alachua County) Post
Office.” Florida Postal History Journal Vol. 17, No. 3
(October 2010): 13-18.

Postmaster Finder. U.S. Postal Service. Online: http://
www.usps.com/postmasterfinder/

Post Office Department Reports of Site Locations,
1837-1950. U.S. Post Office Department/U.S. National
Archives and Records Administration: Washington
D.C., 1980. [The section on Florida is in the Special
Collections, University of Florida Libraries, Reel 111-
D.]



Florida Postal History Society Journal

Vol. 19, No. 2

Page 15 ... May 2012

We had a good meeting in Sarasota!

The 19th annual meeting of the Florida
Postal History Society was held at the
Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition on
February 4, 2012. A special presentation
was offered by Yamil Kouri, which
members greatly enjoyed. These
photographs, provided by Steve Patrick
and Mitch Sapp, show the group meeting

Island Grove and Lochloosa post offices

Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971.
U.S. Post Office Department/U.S. National Archives
and Records Administration: Washington D.C., 1973.
[The section on Florida is in the Special Collections,
University of Florida Libraries, Reel 112-1.]
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Gainesville, 1986.

Concluded from previous page

United States Postal Service. Official communica-
tion from Charlotte Cutlip (Manager, Post Office Op-
erations, North Florida PFC, Jacksonville) to Evinston
postal customers, May 9,2011.
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Postal history of Disston City
and the Pinellas Peninsula

By Dr. Douglas S. Files

amilton Disston (1844-1896) was a Philadel-
thia industrialist who invested heavily in Flor-

ida real estate after a fishing trip to the state in
the early 1880s. He and his partners dredged significant
swampland throughout Florida in order to reclaim use-
ful land. In 1884, Disston established the town of Tar-
pon Springs through his Lake Butler Villa Company.
Additionally, he built a commercial pier and two hotels
in Tarpon Springs.

Once he understood that Tarpon Springs would never
become a major city, Disston established another town
on the outskirts of what is currently St. Petersburg,
which he termed Disston City. In 1885, a Maryland
doctor proclaimed Pinellas County to be the healthiest
area in the world. This garnered much publicity for the
region. Around the same time, Russian businessman
Peter Demens built the Orange Belt Railway across the
state, intending to stop around Tampa. Disston offered
Demens 60,000 acres of land if he would continue his
railway farther west to Disston City, but Demens de-

e
iy

Left: The Pinellas Village Post Office, circa 1900, with Sarah Bethell on the porch.

Right: John Bethell, longtime postmaster of the Pinellas Post Office. (Arsenault 1996)

Photos used with permission of the Special & Digital Collections, Tampa Library,
University of South Florida.

AAAS

PR —  — . = )

2

o e . o R
Sugar Mill, Disston City, Florida
Photo couresy of the Florida State Archives

murred. Instead, he ended his railroad at St. Petersburg,
which he named after his hometown in Russia. St. Pe-
tersburg became a major city and Disston City (now
Gulfport) never really developed and still has a popula-
tion of less than 13,000. Hamilton Disston continued
to live in Disston City until a financial calamity forced
him to return to Philadelphia, where he died in 1896.

Postal History

In 1876 the area
around Big Bayou,

just south of what
. is now St. Peters-
burg, was known as
Pinellas Village. It
boasted both a ho-
tel and a post office,
both of which were
rare in Reconstruc-
tion Florida. The
Pinellas post office
was established on
June 8, 1876, and
was located in a cot-
tage along the shore
of the Gulf of Mex-
ico. An early settler,
John A. Bethell,
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Post route map of the State of Florida, 1876. This section shows

portion of Hillsborough County, and the Pinellas Peninsula.
Used with permission of the Special & Digital Collections, Tampa Library,
University of South Florida.

who later wrote a history of the region, served as the

Petersburg Post Office was not established
until eight years later on May 10, 1888.
Note the lack of St. Petersburg on the 1876
postal map at left.

In 1884, the U. S. Post Office Department
would not recognize the name Disston City
for Hamilton Disston’s town. It was too

November 6, 1893
PINELLAS postmark

similar to the name of a rural post office
in the same Hillsborough County named
“Diston.” Instead, the post office at Diss-
ton City was re-opened as “Bonifacia” (es-
tablished May 10, 1880; discontinued April

Pinellas postmaster for 14 years. He was succeeded by
his daughter, Mary, and then by his wife. On Septem-
ber 29, 1906, the Pinellas Post Office closed, with mail
handled by St. Petersburg. It is interesting to note that
the Pinellas Post Office was the first one established
in the vicinity of present day St. Petersburg. The St.

6, 1883). On September 15, 1888, in the midst of the
yellow fever epidemic, the Diston Post Office (in the
newly named Pasco County) was changed to Drexel, so
the name Disston City was once again available. The
post office named Bonifacia was in fact changed to
Disston City on October 16, 1889.
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In 1905, a trolley line connected
Disston City to St. Petersburg,
but the population of Disston City
remained small. After Hamilton
Disston moved from the town, a
movement by other developers sub-
sequently grew to change the name
of the town to Veteran City in hopes
of luring Civil War veterans to retire
there. The town name did change
with the post office officially chang-
ing to Veteran on July 10, 1906. The
town was subsequently incorporat-

ém,\ a;

The first post office at the newly named Disston City was called
“Bonifacia.” This cover has a “BONIFACIO/FLA. JUN 7 1886 d/c
postmark with grid cancellation on two-cent brown entire.
Note misspelling of “Bonifacia” in postmark.

From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

ed with the name Gulfport with the
post office name changed on De-
cember 27, 1910. The town name
has continued to remain Gulfport
with mail handled as a branch of St.
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Petersburg since April 15, 1937.
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VETERAN / FLA. MAR 11 1909 boldly struck late use of the

Doane postmark with lower portion of the “ERA” now missing.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D. Collection

VETERAN /FLA. DEC 19 1906 Doane
type I11(1) EKU from class four post of-

fice with under $100 annual receipts.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D.
Collection

PINELLAS/FLA. FEB 6 (1883) CDS
on three-cent entire with weak

Tallahassee Feb 10 received mark.
From the Deane R. Briggs, M.D.
Collection
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Here's an opportunity for members to offer their expertise and
also play detective. There are many unanswered questions about

s/ Florida postal history. Countless strange and unusual pieces of

? postal history exist, and often they defy logical explanation. Or

2 ,L do they? Here is your chance to provide an answer or at least an
.

opinion to help your fellow researchers. Send scans of your “prob-
lem covers” or unanswered questions to the editor at eparker@
hughes.net, or by snail mail to Dr. Everett L. Parker, 249 NW Live
Oak Place, Lake City, FL 32055.

! asary 02 W o PRICE CATALOGTR
: = (5} ’ .1 OF
b 5 SHELLS—MARINE.
a0, ¢ ot toot w05 CONFEDERATE MONEY, STAMPS,
lo, W 02 it CURIOSITIES, BIRD'S EGUS,
3 03 SHELLS AND MINERALS,
3 01 B SALE B
it 03 FOR SALE BY
08 F. (. SAWYER, Beauclere, Fla,
J5
A5
100 AT
A5 MINERALS, .
04 B, Angustine il
(1]
A3
A4 PRIDE 3 CENTS.
1o CONFEDERATE MONEY.
15 EATH
10 aft & .30
AT 06 i ED
(i 10 (0
? ot b}
Env, 10 05
“ () 4
03 :1:-;'
£, - g 4 ¥ 500 1
e, “ o v, C. SAWYER, Beauclers, Fla. 2 2,00 ol
i 10 “ i it
A A0 ®. B Troaslon & Ou., Prlators, Valpaeatso, Ind .I':I:
1 il [ I'riasury i
|5 2 120 S
1 2 Ak
| 0 15
01 1 We 02
13 brown 01 3. = 03
Ly 3 g 1 i ue o 10 - n
o what kind of stamps 1885 Sp, 1110, 10¢, blu ” P o
m POSTAGE DUE. 10, = A8
1# 8 1 3 1 : i
i i1 :: “
187 A <L) e War Env. ( i
o i) Je. War Env, (¢ {5
A e, War B 02
e 1e. War wri i
10 08 UNUSED STAMPS.
i 02 i, Posta 08
02 01 04
05 03 o
0: R A0
U Ji Dielivery, "85 15
. Nivy 15 e, P. O, Department 10
L ] i) 3o, s i M
1] 2 15 fha, 10
ul (131 10, 0
3 a0 Bo, " = Env, A0
1 Envy. 1, = 20
- . () Lo, W pt i
01 : A 20, i
01 C I'regsur (\; Je. 03
10 % A ‘05
} 3 o 106 3

Past President Steve Patrick of Apopka asked in the last issue if anyone had a cover or knew of a stamp
dealer who was in business in Florida prior to 1901. These scans show a sales flier from a
Beauclerc, Florida stamp dealer circa 1888.

Do you have a question about a cover, or Sunshine State philately in general that we can feature in this spot?
Please send scans to the editor!
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Below is a listing of FPHS members who are also
stamp dealers. Please support our dealer members
when visiting stamp shows, or by mail!

CONRAD L. BUSH

205 Hughes St. N.E.

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
(850) 243-1638

PHIL FETTIG

P.O. Box 568334
Orlando, FL 32856-8334
(407) 859-9109

RICHARD FRAJOLA

P.O. Box 2679

Ranchos De Taos, NM 87557
(505) 751-7607

ROBERT J. HAUSIN
4897 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, FL. 34113

(941) 732-7701

HENRY HIGGINS
302 S. Irish St.

P.O. Box 1553
Greenville, TN 37744
(423) 636-8361

STAN JAMESON

P.O. Box 264

St. Petersburg, FL. 33731
(727) 526-5203

PATRICIA A. KAUFMANN
10194 N. Old State Road
Lincoln, DE 19960

(302) 422-2656

JOHN L. KIMBROUGH
10140 Wandering Way
Benbrook, TX 76126
(817) 244-2447

DAVID G. PHILLIPS
P.O.Box 611388

North Miami, FL. 33161
(305) 895-0470

JOEL RIND

14 W. 8th Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 266-0723

MICHAEL ROGERS INC.
415 S. Orlando Ave. Suite 4-1
Winter Park, FL 32789

(407) 644-2290

JOE RUBINFINE
P.O. Box 1000
Cocoa, FL 32923
(321) 455-1666

SCHUYLER RUMSEY
47 Kearny Street #500
San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 781-5127

S. GEORGE TRAGER
1090 Kane Concourse, #201
Bay Harbor, FL 33154
(305) 868-4727

PHIL V. WARMAN
Suncoast Stamp Co., Inc.
3231 Gulf Gate Dr. #102
Sarasota, FLL 34231
(800) 921-3316

C.MICHAEL WIEDEMANN
Box 6130A

Titusville, FL. 32782

(321) 269-3377

We note with regret the passing of two FPHS members,
Ken Rice and Harry S. Dow. Both men were Contribut-
ing Members and will be missed. Ken co-edited the first
handbook on Florida stampless covers, Florida Postal

History and Postal Markings of the Stampless Period in
1957. This and his extensive reference listing of known
stampless markings and covers were essential for the
publication of our society’s stampless book in 1999.

The following members of the Florida Postal
History Society have been denoted “Contributing
Members” for their additional contributions to the

Society. The support of these members keeps us
fiscally sound and enables us to respond to member
and non-member inquiries regarding Florida postal

history and send sample copies of our Journal.
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