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James Milgram’s “Express Mail of 1836-1839 Usages In Florida Territory” 

in Florida Postal History 1763 – 1861: pp. 17-20 

 

In 1836 letters were rated for the distance carried in the mail. The following is a list of those rates: 

Ordinary       Express Mail 

Rates        Single     Single     Double   Triple   Quadruple 

         

 Not over                        30 miles      .06      .18           .36          .54            .72   

 Over 30 and no over     80 miles      .10      .30           .60          .90          1.20 

 Over 80 and not over   150 miles      .12½     .37½        .75         1.12½      1.50 

 Over 150 and not over 400 miles      .18¾            .56¼      1.12½      1.68¾      2.25 

 Over          400 miles      .25               .75         1.50         2.25         3.00 

 

      

 Tallahassee Floa  02-01-1839 (Milgram)                    St. Augustine  to Charleston November 15, 1837 (Milgram)  
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Tallahassee 09-25-1838 (Milgram) 

        

     St. Augustine ??-16-1837 (Dr. William Johnson Estate)            St. Augustine 10-12-1837 (Dr. William Johnson Estate) 
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      Pensacola 8-3-1838 Express mail rerated to 18 ¾ (Milgram)                   Pensacola 10-3-1837 (Milgram) 

       

         Pensacola 9-25-1837 (Milgram)               Pensacola 2-1-1837 (Milgram) 
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Apalachicola 12-16-1838 (Milgram)       Apalachicola 4-11-1837 (Dr. William Johnson Estate) 

     

Apalachicola 4-2-1837(Dr. William Johnson Estate)   Apalachicola 1-26-1837 (Milgram) 
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 MISSENT Fort Heilman, E. F,  Savannah July 14, 1838 (Milgram)         Savannah 2-16-1837 (Milgram)                 

             

     St. Augustine  to  Savannah 10-7-1837 (Milgram)  $1.50  St Marks Receiving Postmark St. Marks 10-13-1838 (Milgram) 
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Jim Milgram’s List in the Florida Postal History 1763 -1861 
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Jim Milgram’s List in Florida Postal History 1763 -1861 
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Examples from the National Archives (Department File Where Found) 

            

                St. Augustine 09-27-1837 (War)                  Fort Jupiter 03-25-1838 (War)                                     

      

Headwaters St Johns 1-9-1838 (War)   (Location of Paid Handstamp)     Headwaters St Johns 1-9-1838 (War) 
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Tampa Fa 06.05.1837 (War)     Tampa Fa  03.25.1838  (War) 

 

        

   Pensacola Flor.  12.03.1838     (Navy)             Pensa F 11.21.1837    (Navy) 
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        Tallahassee FLOA 06.27.1838 (Indian Affairs)               Tallahassee FLOA  03.01.1838 (Indian Affairs) 

 

     Tampa Fa 06.05.1837 (Indian Affairs) 
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War Department Covers 
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War Department Covers 
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War Department Covers 

 

Highlighted IDs are covers shown above. 
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Highlighted IDs are covers shown above. 
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Total Covers From Florida at the National Archives = 85 

• Department of the Navy:  The Pensccola Navy Yard and Hospital was very active during the Second Seminole War. (10) 

• Department of Indian Affairs: One Express Mail letter from Tampa, two from Tallahassee. two from St. Augustine, one on 

the Chattatchootee River, and one on the Apalachicola River. (7)            
• Department of War: Between 1837 and 1838 Express Mail letters from Florida (33 from Charleston, 22 from Savannah, 4 

from St. Augustine, 2 from Jacksonville, 3 from Tampa, 1 each from New Orleans and Mobile, and 2 unknown). (68)  

• Note 61 Express Mail letters were written by Jesup. 

 

It should be noted four covers were recorded as express mail but marked FREE and did not travel by express mail.  Two covers had no 

rate markings but were listed as express mail. Since they were listed as Express Mail they are included in these figures. 

 

Total Covers from James Milgram’s Article in Florida Postal History 1763 -1861 = 17.      

 

Total Express Mail Covers from Florida = 102. 

 

 


